Earthquake Hazard, Mock Exercise

Uttarkashi, Chamoli, Bageshwar and

Pithoragarh Districts, Uttarakhand




Earthquake Hazard, Mock Exercise — Uttarkashi, Chamoli,
Bageshwar and Pithoragarh Districts, Uttarakhand

1. Uttarakhand comes under Seismic zone V & IV. Four most vulnerable
districts viz. Uttarkashi, Chamoli, Bageshwar and Pithoragarh were
chosen for conduct of Mock Exercise on Earthquake.

2. The Coordinating Conference and Table Top Exercise were held on
18 November 2006 and 13 April 2007 respectively in Dehradun.

3. The Mock Exercise was conducted on 08/09 May 07 in four identified
districts of Uttarakhand. Prior to the exercise, one day workshop was

organised for 40 observers from 6 neighbouring districts.

Detail of Participants: -

4. Coordination Conference. Prof NVC Menon, Sh M S Reddy,
Member NDMA, Chief Secretary, DM Secretary Uttarakhand, DG
Police, IG (Law & Order) Cdr Dehradun Sub Area, Concerned
Secretaries of State and District Magistrates of the four districts.

5. Table Top Exercise. Prof N VC Menon, Member, NDMA, Chief
Secretary, Uttarakhand, Principal Secretary, Disaster Management,
DG Police, IG Law & Order, Cdr Dehradun Sub Area, concerned
Secretaries of State, Additional Director, Health, Comdt NDRF Bn,
DMs & SPs of the four identified districts, ED and Faculty DMMC
attended the Table Top Exercise. Selected representatives from the
community, NGOs and Red Cross and Sarpanches also participated. It
was conducted by Specialist (Training and Capacity Building),
NDMA.

6. Mock Exercise. Two Members of NDMA, Chief Secretary, DM
Secretary, Uttarakhand, ED & Faculty DMMC, 40 observers (SDMs,
Tehsildars, Addl SPs etc) of all four districts, NDRF Bn (four teams),
NGOs etc, over 10000 personnel and state, district and local
government machinery took part.




Remarks: -

7. Shortage of Medical Staff. There is shortage of doctors and
paramedic staff at the district and below level. Specialists are not
available. There are no private hospitals/ nursing homes at district
and below. There was a suggestion to impart first aid training to all
students from class 9 upto graduate level.

8. Mobile Communication. Communications are a problem in hills.
Two mobile police networks at Srinagar (Uttarakhand) and Almora
have been recommended.

9. Retrofitting of Life Line Buildings. Life line buildings have to be
identified and practised for retrofitting.

10. State Disaster Response Force. The State should train two coys per
Armed Battalion as State Disaster Response Force.
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